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Monday, March 16, 1987 Vol. 11 No. 27 Grand Valley State College 
Steelcase Donates Downtown Property to GVSC 
Steelcase Inc. has donated 
four buildings in downtown 
Grand Rapids to Grand Valley 
State for use in conjunction 
with the new Grand Rapids 
Center. The property includes 
ten acres of land and nearly 
530,000 square feet of space. 
Two of the buildings are lo-
cated on West Fulton, one on 
Summer Street, and the fourth 
is a former railroad depot 
building off Fulton Street. 
President Lubbers said the 
college plans to use part of 
the donated space for the re-
cently established Research 
and Technology Center of West 
Michigan. He said other plans 
for the property could include 
"incubator" space for new 
businesses, expanded offerings 
in upper-level professional 
fields, and the college's Of-
fice for Economic Expansion . 
Robert c. Pew, Steelcase 
Board Chairman and Chief Exec-
utive Officer, said he is hap-
py to donate the property to 
GVSC because of the ins ti tu-
t i on's economic development 
activities. "This gift should 
have a positive long - range 
effect on public higher educa-
tion and research opportuni-
ties. It also presents poten-
tial for new employment and 
new tax revenues inside the 
city," he said. 
The Grand Valley Forua 
is published by the Public 
Relations Office. Publi-
cation schedule is every 
Monday when classes are in 
session during fall and 
winter semesters, and every 
other Monday during the 
spring/gummer session. Copy 
deadline is the Tuesday 
noon prior to publication. 
All materials should be 
sent to Sharon Coeling, 
editor, Public Relations 
Office, 26 Zumberge 
Library, GVSC, Allendale, 
MI, 49401. 
Telephone: 895-3221. 
Lubbers pointed out that the 
college's continuing growth 
downtown will benefit the main 
campus in Allendale "where re-
cord-high enrollments are be-
ginning to put pressure on 
space and facilities. Our 
Grand Rapids Center will actu-
ally help give us some needed 
room for undergraduate program 
growth on our main campus." 
He emphasized that GVSC's 
continuing growth on the west 
bank wi 11 not change the in-
stitution's cooperative rela-
tionship with Grand Rapids 
Junior College. A long-stand-
ing formal agreement between 
the two colleges provides that 
GVSC's offerings downtown will 
complement and supplement 
rather than compete with JC' s 
two-year programs. "In fact 
we see this as strengthening 
our two-plus-two opportuni-
ties--the colleges' joint ar-
rangement whereby students can 
earn their regular bachelor's 
degrees by studying two years 
at JC and then two years at 
GVSC." 
According to Lubbers, a task 
force of local residents, 
business people, city offi-
cials, community planners, and 
educational leaders will coop-
erate in a comprehensive plan-
ning process for the use of 
the property. 
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Across Campus 
GVSC Athletes Show 
Academic Achievement 
The combined grade point 
average of the 330 GVSC ath-
letes curr e ntly participating 
in intercollegiate athletics 
stands at 2.64, according to a 
r ecent report from Intercolle-
giate At h l e tic Director George 
MacDonald. 
Women athletes number 104 
and participate in basketball, 
cross country, softball, swim-
mi ng, track, and volleyball. 
Their combined GPA is 2.89. 
Sports for men include base-
ball, basketball, cross coun-
try, football, swimming, 
track, a nd wrestling. GVSC 
me n at h l e tes number 208 and 
have a c umulative GPA of 2.99. 
Th e r e a re 18 athletic train-
e rs. Th e ir cumulative GPA is 
2.99. 
Record High 
Enrollment 
Continues 
Final enrollment figures for 
winter s emester show a student 
he adcount of 7,935. That rep-
resents a nine percent in-
crease over last year and the 
highest winter semester en-
r o llment ever. 
Faculty and 
Staff Sketches 
Irv Berkowitz, director of 
the School of Social Work, has 
bee n appointed to serve a two-
year term on the Michigan De-
partment of Mental Health Ad-
visory Committee on Prevention 
a nd Co mmunity Services. He 
will s erve as the official 
r e pr cs~ntative of the Mental 
Hea lth l\ ssociation in Michi-
gan. 
Terri Carlson and Sandy 
Hachet, residence hall direc-
t o rs, presented a workshop en-
titled "Creativity and Then 
Motivity" at the Michigan Res-
idence Ha 11 Association Con-
ference at Michigan State 
University. The conference 
awarded them third place over-
all f o r the presentation. 
Awards were based on evalua-
ti o ns by workshop partici-
pants. 
Dinner Dance Reservations Due 
Reservations for Grand Val-
ley's first all-college Spring 
Dinner-Dance are due by Tues-
day, March 17. The event is 
open to all faculty and staff 
and will be held at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel on Friday, 
March 20. Cocktails will be 
served at 6:30 p.m., with 
dinner at 7: 30 p.m. "The 
Mirage" will provide dance 
music from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. 
Cost is $26 per person, with 
profits going to the Grand 
Valley Club scholarship fund. 
Checks should be made out to 
the GVSC Club and sent to 
George MacDonald, 193 Field 
House. 
Coming Events 
faculty Forum to Be Held 
Thursday 
The winter Faculty Forum 
will be held on Thursday, 
March 19, at 3 p.m. in the 
Portside Room, Kirkhof Center. 
The faculty Personnel Policy 
Committee will present their 
recommendations on an evalua-
tion process that recognizes 
and rewards faculty effective-
ness. An open discussion of 
the recommendations as well as 
other issues of general facul-
ty concern will follow the 
presentation. 
GVSC to Host Job fair 
High school seniors and col-
lege students hoping to land 
jobs for the summer will have 
an opportunity to get a head 
start at Grand Valley State's 
seventh annual "Summer Employ-
ment Extravaganza." The event 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 18, 
in Kirkhof Center. Over 1,000 
job openings will be represen-
ted by employers attending the 
job fair. 
The purpose of the event is 
to match employers with summer 
employees. Employers will 
have a chance to screen hun-
dreds of prospective employees 
at one sitting, and students 
will be able to interview for 
several jobs in one day. 
Forty employers, including 
fast food operations, govern-
ment agencies, manufacturing 
firms, summer camps, tourist 
attractions, medical facili-
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Teleconference Tape Available 
A videotape of a two-hour 
teleconference on "Emerging 
Technologies in Telecommunica-
tion" is available -for loan 
from Media Services. The con-
ference was taped from a live 
presentation that was part of 
the world's largest exhibition 
of information communication 
technologies, held in Hanno-
ver, Germany, earlier this 
month. 
The pre~entation includes 
information on fiber optics, 
video-conferencing, and dis-
tance learning. For more in-
formation, or to reserve the 
tape, contact Media Services, 
ext. 3246. 
ties, and temporary services, 
will participate. All area 
college students and graduat-
ing high school seniors are 
invited to attend. 
ralestinian rrofessor to Lecture 
Speaking on "Interdependent 
History and Overlapping 
Fields," Columbia University 
English and Comparative Liter-
ature Professor Edward Said 
will give a lecture in Kirkhof 
Center at 2 p.m. on Friday, 
March 20. He will also speak 
at Fountain Street Church in 
Grand Rapids on Thursday, 
March 19, at 8 p.m., on "The 
Question of Palestine Now." 
Both lectures are free and 
open to the public. 
Said is an eminent literary 
critic and has written several 
books, including Or ientalism, 
The Question of Palestine, 
Literature and Society, and 
Covering Islam. 
GVSC is sponsoring 
visit as part of the 
Harry Jellema Memorial 
Series. 
rianist to rremier rro· 
fessor's Work 
Said's 
William 
Lecture 
American pianist William 
Doppmann will present a reci-
tal in Louis Armstrong Theatre 
on Thursday, March 19, at 
8 p.m. Included in the free 
concert will be works by Bach, 
Beethoven, and Ravel, as well 
as the premier performance of 
a composition by GVSC Music 
Continued on Page 3 
News Notes 
States Advised to Be 
Cautious in Devising 
Prepay Tuition Plans 
The president of the Educa-
tion Commission of the States 
is urging state policy-makers 
to proceed cautiously in de-
veloping plans to allow par-
ents to prepay college tuition 
years in advance at deeply 
discounted prices. 
A survey by the commission 
shows the concept has attrac-
ted the attention of lawmakers 
across the country in the 
months since Michigan's Gover-
nor James J. Blanchard pro-
posed the nation's first pre-
payment plan. 
In December th e 
Legislature endorsed 
and established the 
Education Trust. 
Michigan 
his idea 
Michigan 
As of mid-February, prepay-
ment plans were being actively 
discussed in 20 states and un-
dergoing preliminary reviews 
in 22, according to the survey 
report. In 16 of the 28 states 
where legislation has been in-
troduced, the bills are "car-
bon copies" of the Michigan 
plan, it said. 
In a statement, Frank New-
man, president of E.C.S., 
praised Governor Blanchard for 
sparking state concern about 
rising tuition costs, but he 
added that establishing 50 
separate prepayment plans 
might not be in the best in-
terest of students, parents, 
and the states themselves. 
"We should be encouraging 
interstate or reciprocal 
agreements among states," he 
said, "and should be exploring 
other options for these plans 
organized on a regional or na-
tionwide level." 
Th e Michigan plan would en-
able parents of a child und e r 
age 18 to purchase, at a rate 
that would vary with the 
child's ~ge, a certificate 
that could be used to pay for 
four years of tuition at a 
state-supported institution. 
Students could also apply 
the certificate to costs at a 
private institution in Michi-
gan. 
The state would use the pay-
ments to create an investment 
pool whose earnings, presuma-
bly, would be sufficient to 
cover the cost of redeeming 
the certificates. 
The program would begin op-
eration only if the Internal 
Revenue Service determined 
that parents would be exempt 
from taxation on the differ-
ence between the price of the 
Coming Events 
Continued from Page 2 
Professor Robert Shechtman en-
titled "The Tear of Kronos." 
The work, Shechtman's second 
piano sonata, was composed 
especially for Doppmann during 
the composer's sabbatical 
leave last year. 
A reception honoring Dopp-
mann and Shechtman will be 
open to the public following 
the concert. 
Calendar of Events 
Monday, March 16 
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certificate and its value when 
redeemed. The I.R.S. has not 
yet ruled on the matter. 
Excerpted from the Chronicle 
of Higher Education: Volume 
XXXIII: Number 25. 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
secretary, Research & 
Development (part-time). 
$6.99-$8.10. 
Maintenance, Grounds & Service 
General Maintenance 
Mechanic, Physical Plant. 
$8.25. 
For details, call Personnel, 
ext. 3215. 
3 p.m.: Faculty colloquium. John Reifel on "Black/White 
Housing Price Differentials." 260 Lake Superior Hall. 
Wednesday, March 18 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.: Student Employment Extravaganza. Kirkhof 
Center. 
12 noon: Lunchbreak. New World String Quartet. Free. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
Thursday, March 19 
3 p.m.: Faculty Forum. Kirkhof Center. 
8 p.m.: Piano recital. William Doppmann. Free. Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
8 p.m.: Lecture. Edward Said on "The Question of Palestine 
Now." Fountain Street Church. 
9 p.m.: Nite Club Series. Rick Kelley, singer. Free. 
Kirkhof Center. 
Friday, March 20 
2 p.m.: Lecture. Edward Said, on "Interdependent History 
and Overlapping Fields." Kirkhof Center. 
6:30 p.m.: Spring Dinner Dance. Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. 
$26 per person. For reservations, call George MacDonald, 
ext. 3259. 
Friday, March 20, and Saturday, March 21 
Wrestling. NCAA I Championships. College Park, MD. 
Sunday, March 22 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Kistler Pit. 
1 p.m.: Baseball. GVSC at Aquinas. 
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. 124 Lake Huron Hall. 
Monday, March 23 
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Lute, classical guitar, jazz guitar, 
and clarinet music by the Manderen/Duckham Duo. Free. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
